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NoAirplane

On  August  21,  2010,  about  1412  Alaska  daylight  time,  a  dehavilland DHC-2 airplane, N9313Z,
sustained  substantial  damage when it impacted the waters of Kamishak Bay  near the Katmai National
Park,  Alaska.   The airplane was registered to and operated by Branch River Air Service, Anchorage,
Alaska,  under  the  provisions  of Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 135 as on-demand
air  taxi  flight.  No  Federal  Aviation Administration (FAA) flight plan was filed for the flight.
Instrument  and  visual  meteorological conditions prevailed throughout the general area between the
point  of  departure and intended destination.  The major components of the airplane, the commercial
pilot,  and  the  three passengers are still missing.  The flight originated from the Swikshak River
Lagoon,  Katmai National Park, Alaska, about 1352. The intended destination was King Salmon, Alaska,
with an intermediate stop at Lake Brooks, Katmai National Park.

According  to  the  National  Park Service (NPS), the flight departed the Swikshak River Lagoon, and
was  last seen by another company pilot about 4 miles north of the Hallo Bay Camp.  The NPS reported
that  the  purpose of the flight was to transport three NPS employees from the Swikshak River Lagoon
area  to  their  assigned post at Lake Brooks.  When the flight did not arrive at the Lake Brooks or
King  Salmon,  the  flight  was  reported  overdue by company personnel to the FAA.  An Alert Notice
(ALNOT)  was  issued by the FAA on August 21, 2010, at 1750.  Weather in the area around the time of
departure  was reported to have low cloud ceilings and restricted visibility.  The United States Air
Force  Rescue  Coordination  Center  (RCC),  United States Coast Guard, and NPS initiated search and
rescue operations on August 22. 
 
Search  and  rescue  operations  were  conducted from August 22, 2010 to September 5, 2010.  The NPS
reported  that  over  60,100  air  miles were flown by various rotor and fixed wing aircraft with no
success.  The ALNOT issued by the FAA was canceled on September 13, 2010.

The  1952 model year dehavilland DHC-2 (Beaver) airplane was equipped with basic visual flight rules
(VFR)  instruments  and  a  121 megahertz Emergency Locator Transmitter (ELT).  The pilot reportedly
possessed  a  SPOT  Personal  Locator  Beacon  (PLB).  No signals from the ELT or SPOT PLB have been
received.    The  NPS  and  Branch  River  Air  Service personnel reported that the airplane was not
equipped with an AFF (automated flight following) GPS tracking unit or satellite phone.

On  September 27, 2010, debris from the airplane was located about 28 miles northeast of the flights
departure  point  by  an  airplane  flying  through  area.    On  September 28, 2010, the pilot of a
helicopter  transitioning  the area landed in the vicinity of the debris and verified it was that of
N9313Z.  

Examination  of  the  debris  area  by  the NTSB investigator-in-charge revealed that the debris was
along  the  rocky  beach  within  the high tide area on the northeastern edge of the Katmai National
Park,  about  2.5  statute  miles  southwest  of  Shaw  Island.    The  debris consisted of severely
fragmented  aft  fuselage  and  empennage  structure.  The forward portion of the fuselage and cabin
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area, engine, wings, and floats were not located.
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